freshman and sophomore years, Thor processed and classified mollusks at the Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia under the direction Dr. R. Tucker Abbott, the Henry A. Pilsbry Chair of Malacology at the Academy. The summer went well and Dr. Abbott offered Thor the 4th position on the 1957 Zanzibar Expedition led by Mr. Alfred J. Ostheimer. In his sophomore year, Thor took a leave of absence from Princeton to travel with the Zanzibar Expedition in February and March 1957.
As a new graduate student at Harvard in 1959, Thor's advisor, Ernst Mayr, asked him what he would like to study. Thor said "Birds, sir." However, at that time Mayr's ornithology students were not finding jobs, so Mayr asked what else Thor was interested in. Thor replied "Squirrels, sir," to which Mayr said "you will be a Mammalogist." Thor's Ph.D. focused on form and function of rodent tails. Thor and Ernst maintained an active correspondence until Ernst's death in 2004. Since Thor's death, a number of people have remarked that their first encounter with him was while he was running up and down the stairs of the Harvard Museum of Comparative Zoology with a 5-gallon carboy of water in his pack. His explanation was: "I'm just training for the field." He routinely carried a wood and canvas army cot, wooden box of metal Sherman traps, a large metal cook stove, and other camping and trapping gear while trapping mice in the Chiricahua Mountains of Arizona for his dissertation work. As his work moved from Arizona to Central and South America, he continued to carry similar gear and prepare for expeditions by running stairs, laden with a pack full of water.
Thor was passionate about music and poetry and had an excellent sense of humor and a taste for pranks. As told by Brian Mokler, Thor's graduate school roommate and lifelong friend, "Thor was a brewer. This came out about a year after Thor moved in. I had been making wine and Thor said he knew something about making beer so we set up our brewery in the basement. In retrospect, our beer was not that special, but it satisfied our thirst and provided a chance for experimentation. One experiment, brewing stronger beer, met with the enthusiastic approval of one of Thor's colleagues who asked us to supply the same beer, suitably tinted, for his St. Patrick's Day party. Unfortunately, his request was a bit late and the fermentation was slow so the beer, while quaffable, was under-carbonated, and slightly sweet, and of also double the alcohol content of regular beer. The notes from that batch indicate it was a smashing success. And then there was monkey chow. Thor had taken to carrying a few pieces in his pocket as a snack -not the tastiest stuff, but convenient. The same St. Patrick's Day party provided Thor with an opportunity for a culinary prank. In addition to the beer, he supplied the party with a plate of unidentified crunchy nibbles -monkey chow bits toasted with oil and a few spices. The unknowing guests consumed the nibbles as rapidly as they did the beer."
After In 1970, Thor took his first trip around the world. Smithsonian Secretary Dillan S. Ripley sent Thor, the new Curator of Mammals, to a variety of countries: Madagascar, the Sudan, Kenya, Morocco, Uganda, Tanzania, Ethiopia, India, and Thailand to name a few. He attended an ecology conference in Madagascar and met with people, saw primate facilities, and viewed primates and other mammals in the wild. Among other things he was looking for were projects where Public Law 480 funds could be used to further research. This law focused on providing food and humanitarian aid to other countries on credit or grant terms and also allowed these counties to use their own currency to pay people for research and thereby gain some debt forgiveness (J. Mead, NMNH, Smithsonian Institution, pers. comm.; Wikipedia 2017).
In the 1970s, Thor began to develop a peripheral neuropathy, diagnosed as Charcot-Marie-Tooth syndrome. The disease forced Thor to terminate his field studies in the early 1980s and to become more of a functional morphologist, anatomist, and systematist, working with museum specimens and focusing more on squirrels. He continued to travel, circumnavigating the world once again to conduct museum research in India in 1984.
During his career at the Smithsonian's NMNH, Thor served as chairman of the Department of Vertebrate Zoology from 1987 to 1992. He served on and chaired many committees at the museum including the NMNH Animal Care and Use Committee (1986-2017), the Research Training Program (Co-Director 1992-1994, Director 1995-1997), and Senate of Scientists, on which he served as a Congress of Scholars representative (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) and Councilor (2011 Councilor ( -2017 . In the 1990s, he became more dependent upon a wheelchair. Beginning in 1993, he was restricted by his disabilities to an electric three-wheel scooter, AKA Thor's Chariot. He described being a quadriplegic as a "nuisance" ) but never let it prevent him from traveling for work or for pleasure. With the support of Carey, his wife, and sometimes his daughters, he traveled in Europe, Australia, Hawaii, and the Americas from Alaska to Argentina for scientific meetings, research, and fun.
From dead birds to shrews, skunks, and cicadas, Thor never missed an opportunity to collect specimens. Thor routinely brought specimens into the museum both through collecting trips and chance encounters. He may have contributed the only Blarina brevicauda (short-tailed shrew) specimen collected by wheelchair to the NMNH collections. As a boy, he would store dead birds he had found in the space above the freezer compartment inside the refrigerator. It was as cold as the freezer but would not disturb his mother or Georgie the maid. The problem was that this space would frost over and he could not easily extract the birds. When the refrigerator was defrosted the birds went unnoticed and the fridge began to stink. Finding the source of the stench became a major preoccupation for the adults in the household. Finally, Thor's mother came home to a note from Georgie which said "It's all right now Mrs. Thorington. Those Dead Birds are GONE!"
Deciding to learn a new taxon each year in his 60s, Thor started with the cicadas. One morning he was rolling toward the metro in his Chariot when he spied a cicada he did not recognize on the sidewalk in front of him. Thor looked around for someone to help him collect it. He saw a workman across the street so called out. The workman came over to see what he could do to help. Thor attempted to explain but it quickly became clear that the workman did not understand much English, so Thor tried indicating using variations of insect and bug in Spanish and Portuguese to little effect. Thor looked at the cicada and it looked back at him and the workman was quite willing to help, but did not understand the problem. Then Thor tried "cicada." Oh! said the workman and scooped it up, popping into in the box Thor had available for just such occasions. Thor thanked him, and was left with the distinct impression that the workman thought he had helped collect Thor's lunch.
Thor's contributions to his field were many. His research on squirrels included anatomical and systemic studies involving the whole family Sciuridae as well as reports on fieldwork in Central America, India, and Japan (Thorington and Ferrell 2006) . For more than 50 years, Thor observed and studied squirrels in South America, Southeast Asia, and in many parts of the United States, including his own back yard. As a Curator in the Division of Mammals, he oversaw one of the largest collections of squirrel specimens in the world. His behavioral, systematic, and conservation research on primates focused on a range of species that included the howler monkey (A. palliata) and the squirrel monkey (Saimiri sciureus). In collaboration with his Japanese colleague, Tomokazu Kawashima, and his research assistant Paula Bohaska, he wrote articles on primates, flying squirrels, and pangolins. He was continuing this research collaboration at the time of his death.
The The ASM was very important to Thor, particularly because of its dual focus on science and the education of young mammalogists. His longtime friend, student, and colleague, Lawrence Heaney, put it best when talking about Thor's awards. "You may not know that, although Thor was appreciative of [the Honorary Membership], I think that he was even prouder of an appointed position in the ASM. In 1994, the society instituted a position for an ombudsman who would serve as a contact for anyone who felt they had been treated in an unprofessional way or suffer from discrimination. Obviously, the person in this position needed to be someone respected by everyone, with the highest of personal ethical standards, but also approachable by anyone. The person selected for this position was Thor, and he held it for over 20 years. To me this speaks volumes about Thor and the regard in which he is held."
Thor was a dedicated teacher and mentor, guiding numerous students, interns, predocs, and postdocs and teaching adjunct courses at Emanuel College and George Washington University. Thor worked with many of these students and colleagues from the time they were in junior high to tenure and curatorship. Larry Heaney (Fig. 2) started working with Thor as a high school student in 1969 when Thor started at NMNH. Larry and Thor worked closely on squirrel research on BCI, and in museum collections and maintained a close personal and professional friendship through the years. Louise Roth began working with Thor as a research intern through the NMNH Research Training Program and returned multiple times, ultimately as a postdoc. She recalls his unearthing an index card among the piles on his desk with a quote from A. A. Milne written on it: "One of the advantages of being disorganized is that one is always making exciting discoveries." They made a number of exciting discoveries together. Another postdoc, Brian Stafford, recalls working with Thor to assess wind turbulence around flying squirrel hands and patagia. They were able to use wind tunnels at the University of Maryland, but found they needed to weld their models together so the models would withstand the wind speeds in the wind tunnel. Brian said, "But Thor, I don't know how to weld!" Thor replied, "You can learn!", which Brian promptly did. Both of Thor's daughters volunteered for him and shared his joy in research and teaching. As a high school student, Ellen coauthored a paper on squirrels with Thor (Thorington and Thorington 1989; she went on to become a medievalist and professor of French, in large part because Thor read the Arthurian legends to her when she was 5). Katherine (Fig. 3) followed him into biology, completing her Ph.D. dissertation on flying squirrel behavior, and studying social behavior of birds and mammals.
Due to his disability, the Smithsonian supported Thor's work by providing him with a research assistant who served as his "hands." Thor saw this as another opportunity to mentor young people, so he recruited recent college graduates, enabling them to serve as coauthors and providing them with valuable experience that furthered their careers and made them excellent candidates for graduate school. Two of his assistants, Katie Ferrell and Jim Whatton, collaborated with him on his squirrel books, serving as coauthors. Many of the students, interns, and research assistants Thor mentored became his friends and colleagues, going on to work with mammals in such places as Madagascar and the Philippines.
Thor was an early adopter of voice recognition software. After 1989, he conducted his research on systematics and the evolutionary development of squirrels and primates, writing and publishing his work initially using DragonDictate and later DragonNaturallySpeaking (all nicknamed "the dragon"). This software enabled him to control his computer and made it possible for him to dictate his findings, easily communicate by e-mail, and eventually the dragon even dialed the phone for him. His ability to work was also facilitated by the DC Metro systems' easy handicapped accessibility. He commuted to work by Metrorail in his Chariot up until he died. He enjoyed talking to the Metro station managers and came to know many of them by name. They were always willing to help him.
Thor is survived by his wife, 2 sisters, 2 daughters, a son-inlaw, 2 grandsons, numerous nieces and nephews, 15 former and present research assistants, and more than 50 former interns, students, and postdocs.
Thor had an incredible memory for poetry and music and was, even after 50 years, still able to surprise his wife with songs she had never heard before. He regularly played the banjo and autoharp at ASM sing-alongs during and after the Society picnics in the 1970s and 1980s. At the Smithsonian, he organized an informal recorder-flute group that played madrigals at lunch time. His love of the natural world led him to take up birdwatching as a child and in later years took him regularly to the C & O Canal National Park where he went birdwatching with his wife just a week before his death, 24 February 2017. He was 79.
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